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IAWS is a professional association that 
aims to further womenôs studies as an 
interdisciplinary academic field 
concerned with women, womenôs 
movements and the politics of gender. It 
seeks to promote womenôs studies 
perspectives in different disciplines within 
and beyond educational institutions.



Beginning
The Indian Association for Women's Studies (IAWS) is a common platform for 
Women's Studies scholars from different locations within India and friends based 
abroad. It is governed by the IAWS Constitution and registered under the Registrar of 
Societies, New Delhi.

IAWS is voluntarily managed by an elected Executive Committee. Members include 
academics, researchers, students, activists, social workers, media persons and others 
- women and men. Its activities and programs are made possible by 
donations/resources from individuals, institutions, corporate bodies, and local, 
national, international agencies.

The evolution of the IAWS can be traced to the publication of the path-breaking 
'Towards Equality' ,Report of the Committee of the Status of Women in India 
(CSWI,1975)and the upsurge of the women's movement in India from the mid-
1970s.



Womenôs Studies being recognized as a politically significant activity in the 
quest for equality, some of the pioneers got together to organise the first 
National Conference on Womenôs Studies in 1981 at SNDT University, 
Mumbai In April 1981, with support from UGC and ICSSR. The RCWS 
(SNDT) Women's University(Mumbai) and Centre for Women's Development 
Studies (CWDS, Delhi) were the founding institutions for the IAWS. focus on 
the womenôs question through research, teaching and engagement in 
activities.  resolved to set up the Indian Association for Women's Studies 
(IAWS) which was registered as a membership-based organisation in 1982. 
Since then, IAWS has established itself as the leading pan Indian forum for 
Women's Studies scholars from different locations and regions.

The  historic conference defined Women's Studies as a 'critical perspectiveó 
that needed to be integrated into all disciplines and  recognized the need for 
universities to promote womenôs studies in the formal curriculum.



Founding members

ÅDr. Madhuri Shah(then Chairperson, UGC)

ÅDr. Hemlata Swarup(then VC, Kanpur University)

ÅDr Jyoti TrivediόǘƘŜƴ ±/Σ {b5¢ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅύ

ÅDr. Phulrenu Guha(Kolkata)

ÅProf. Lotika Sarkar(New Delhi)

ÅDr. Devaki Jain(founder-Director, ISST, New Delhi)

ÅProf. Neera DesaiόǘƘŜƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ¦ƴƛǘ ƻƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ 
SNDT

ÅDr. Vina Mazumdar(founder-Director, CWDS, New Delhi)

ÅDr D Shankar Narayan(then Additional Secretary UGC) represented the 
government.



Founding members

Dr. Madhuri R Shah Dr. Hemalatha Swarup Dr Jyoti Trivedi



Dr. Phulrenu Guha Prof. Lotika Sarkar



Dr. Devaki Jain Dr. Neera Desai Dr. Vina Mazumdar 

Dr D Shankar Narayan
(then Additional Secretary UGC) 
represented the government.



Former EC Members (1982-1984)

Dr. Madhuri R Shah 
President

Dr. Vina Mazumdar 
General Secretary

Dr. Hemalatha Swarup
Vice President

JOINT SECRETARY: Prof. Neera Desai MEMBERS: Dr. Jyoti R. Trivedi
Smt. Devaki Jain



Former EC Members (1985-87)

Prof. Leela Dube
Vice President

Dr. Madhuri R Shah 
President

Dr. Lucy M. Jacob
General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Dr. Susheela Kaushik

Treasurer:
Smt. K. Saradamoni

Members:
Dr. Renu Debi
Dr. Gita Sen
Dr. Vina Mazumdar, Ex-officio
Prof. Asok Mitra
Dr. U. Kalpagam
Dr. Phulrenu Guha
Sr. Karuna Mary Braganza
Dr. Pam Rajput



Former EC Members (1987-1989)

Ms. Ila Pathak 
President

Dr. Surinder Jetley 
Vice President

Dr. Susheela Kaushik
General Secretary

JOINT SECRETARY: Dr. PrabhaMahale
Treasurer:  Dr. VinaMazumdar

Ex-Officio:
Dr. Madhuri R. Shah
Dr.Lucy Jacob



Former EC Members (1989-91)

Dr. Kamalini Bhansali 
President

Dr. Sharda Jain
Vice President

Dr. Surinder Jetley 
Vice President

Joint Secretary:
Dr. ManoshiMitra

Treasurer:
Dr. KumudSharma

Dr. Vina Mazumdar (Co-opted)
Ex-officio:
Dr. Ila Pathak
Dr. Sushila Kaushik



Former EC Members (1991-93)

Dr. Devaki Jain
President

Dr. Amita Verma
Vice President

Dr. S. Anandalakshmy
General Secretary



Joint Secretary:

Ms. C.P. Sujaya

Treasurer:

Dr. Zarina Bhatty

Members:

Prof. Armaity Desai

Dr. Maithreyi Krishjaraj

Dr. Surinder Jetley

Dr. Kamalini Bhansali

Dr. V. Bhavani

Ms. Piyali Sengupta

Mr. Shyamnarayan Choubey

Prof. Susheela Kaushik

Dr. Rameshwari Verma

Ms. Radha Bhatt



Former EC Members (1993-95)

Dr. Neera Desai 
President

Dr. Pam Rajput 
Vice President

Ms. Kamla Bhasin
General Secretary

Treasurer: 
Dr. Rohini Gawankar

Joint Secretary: 
Ms.C.P. Sujaya



Former EC Members (1996-98)

Dr. Nirmala Banerjee
President

Dr. Sunita Pathania
Vice President

Dr. Chhaya Datar
General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Ms. KalpanaKannabiran

Treasurer:
Dr. RohiniGawankar

Editor:
Dr. KavitaPunjabi

Members:
Dr. Neera Desai, 
Ms. Kamla Bhasin
Ms. Devaki Jain
Dr. Gabriele Dietrich
Dr. Usha Kanhere
Dr. Usha Thakkar
Dr. Manu Bhaskar
Dr. Bhavana Mehta
Dr. Manjit Bhatia
Dr. B. Ratna Kumari



Former EC Members (1998-2000)

Dr. Vina Mazumdar 
President

Dr. Rama Melkhota 
Vice President

Ms. Kalpana Kannabiran
General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Ms. Bina Srinivasan

Treasurer:
Dr. Divya Pandey

Editor:
Ms. Geetanjali Ganoli
Dr. Nirmala Banerjee

Members:
Dr. Bina Aggarwal
Ms. Kamla Bhasin
Dr. Rohini Gawankar
Dr. Maithreyi Krishnaraj
Dr. Pam Rajput
Dr. Seema Sakhare
Dr. Chhaya Datar
Dr. Nandini Upreti
Ms. Jayashree Vencatesan
Ms. Vatika Sibal



Former EC Members (2000-2002)

Dr. Zarina Bhatty 
President

Prof. Pushpa Bhave
Vice President

Dr. Lakshmi Lingam
General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Ms. JarjumEte

Treasurer:
Ms. RameshwariVarma,

Co-ordinator (Eastern Region):
Dr. JasodharaBagchi

Co-ordinator (Northern Region):
Dr. KumudSharma

Members:
Dr. Vina Mazumdar
Dr. Kalpana Kannabiran
Dr.Gabriel Dietrich
Dr. Seema Sakhare
Ms. Surekha Dalvi
Ms. Vasavi
Ms. Anjali Bhagwat



Former EC Members (2003-2005)

Dr. Kumud Sharma 
President

Dr. Rameshwari Varma 

Vice President
Dr. Veena Poonacha
General Secretary

Treasurer:
Dr. Padmini Swaminathan

Joint Secretary:
Dr. C.S. Lakshmi

Prof. Asha Hans
Dr. Indu Agnihotri
Ms. Ritu Menon

Dr. Uma Chakravarty
Dr. Zarina Bhatty
Dr. Lakshmi Lingam

Members:



Former EC Members (2005-2008)

Dr. Sumi Krishna
President

Dr. Aparna Mahanta
Vice President

Dr. Mary E. John
General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Dr. Joy Deshmukh-Ranadive

Treasurer:
Ms. CP Sujaya

Editor and Coordinator Eastern:
Dr. Kavita Panjabi

Member & Coordinator Northern Region:
Dr. Zarina Bhatty

Member & Coordinator Western Region:
Dr. Kamala Ganesh

Member & Coordinator Central Region:
Dr. Nisha Shende

Ex-officio:
Dr. Kumud Sharma
Dr. Veena Poonacha



Former EC Members (2008-2011)

Dr. Anita Ghai 
President

Dr. Meera Velayudhan
Vice President

Dr. Samita Sen
General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Dr. Rukmini Sen 

Treasurer:
Dr. M Indira 
Ms. Anandhi.S

Editor:
Dr. Ilina Sen

Members:
Dr. Meena Gopal
Dr. Uma Chakravarthi
Dr. Wandana Sonalkar

Dr. Sumi Krishna (ex-officio) 
Dr. Mary John (ex-officio) 



Former EC Members (20011-2014)

Dr. Ilina Sen 
President

Dr. Ritu Dewan
Vice President

Dr. Indu Agnihotri
General Secretary



Joint Secretary & Co-ordinator
Northern Region:
Dr. Kumkum Roy 

Treasurer:
Dr. Nandini Manjrekar, 

Editor:
Dr. Meera Velayudhan, 

Coordinator Southern Region:
Dr. Shaila Desouza, 

Coordinator Western Region:
Dr. Chhaya Datar

Member (Institutional):
Dr. Veena R. Poonacha, 

Member & Co-ordinator Eastern Region:
Dr. Samita Sen 

Member:
Dr. Anita Ghai



Former EC Members (20014-2017)

Dr. Ritu Dewan
President

Kiran Moghe
Vice President

Ms. Indrani Mazumdar
General Secretary



Joint Secretary & Eastern 
Region In-charge:
Syeda Sakira Sahin

Treasurer:
Manimekalai

Editor & Co-ordinator, 
Western Region:
Anagha Tambe

Co-ordinator, Southern Region:
Mini Sukumar

Content Co-ordinator, Website:
Kalpana

Joint Co-ordinator, Western Region:
Ilina Sen (Ex-officio) 

Co-ordinator, Northern Region:
Indu Agnihotri (Ex-Officio)

Member, (Institutional):
Aishika Chakraborty



Workshops and Conferences

IAWS organizes regional workshops and national conferences around 
themes of contemporary and historical relevance. These have enriched 
discussions and debates in the field of women's studies, generating a rich 
resource of empirical and theoretical works available to scholars in India and 
abroad. Conferences combine structured academic discussions along with 
cultural events that foreground other paths to knowledge through film 
screenings, exhibitions, drama, music and craft.

National Conferences on Women's Studies are  now held once every three 
years. These conferences have become important land marks in the journey 
of women's studies in and across India. They have helped generate new 
knowledge and provide a common space to researchers, activists, policy 
makers, media personnel and publishers for interaction and exchange.



National Conferences held since 1981
Å1981 Mumbai: First National Conference

Å1984 Thiruvananthapuram: Gender Justice  (é?)

Å1986 Chandigarh: Womenôs Struggles and Movements

Å1988 Visakapatnam: Rural Women: Poverty, Survival, Struggle and Change

Å1991 Kolkata: Religion, Culture and Politics

Å1993 Mysore: The New Economic Policy and Women

Å1995 Jaipur: Looking Forward, Looking Back: In Search of Feminist Visions, Alternatives, Paradigms 
and Practices

Å1998 Pune: Survival and Sovereignty: Challenges to Womenôs Studies

Å2000 Hyderabad: Womenôs Perspectives on Public Policy

Å2002 Bhubaneswar: Sustaining Democracy: Challenges in the New Millennium

Å2005 Dona Paula, Goa: Sovereignty, Citizenship and Gender

Å2008 Lucknow: Feminism, Education and the Transformation of Knowledges

Å2011 Wardha: Resisting Marginalizations, Challenging Hegemonies: Re-visioning Gender Politics

Å2014 Guwahati: Equality, Pluralism and the State: Perspectives from the Womenôs Movement



1981 MUMBAI: FIRST NATIONAL 

CONFERENCE



IV. 1988 VISHAKAPATNAM: RURAL WOMEN: 

POVERTY, SURVIVAL, STRUGGLE AND 

CHANGE



1988 VISHAKAPATNAM: RURAL WOMEN: POVERTY, SURVIVAL, 
STRUGGLE AND CHANGE



1993: VI National Conference 
THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY AND WOMEN

Mysore



1998: PUNE: NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SURVIVAL AND SOVEREIGNTY: 
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The Executive Committee 
members & local 
organisers

First row ςMeenakshi Apte; 
Middle row ςRatna Kumari, 
Nirmala Banerjee,
Kamala Bhasin, Kalpana 
Kannabiran, Chhaya Datar, 
Manjeet Bhatia, Rohini 
Gawankar
Last row ςUsha Kanhere, 
Bhavana Mehata, Poornima 
Chikarmane, Manu Bhaskar, 
Gabriele Dietrich



CULTURAL PROGRAMMES
(8th National Conference, Pune)

Sushma Deshpande 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ά±ȅŀȅ aŜ 
{ŀǾƛǘǊƛέ ςa one woman 
show on Savitribai Phule. 





The books and posters stall at Stri Vividha



Visit to the statue of Savitribai 
Phule, reformer in her own 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ tƘǳƭŜΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
organized, Picture shows 
Phulavanta Zodge, senior 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ tƘǳƭŜΩǎ 
thinking speaking to the 
participants and wishing every 
success to the conference





Prof. Lotika Sarkar (Left) with Dr. Phulrenu Guha



From Left:
Prof. Vina 
Mazumdar, 
Dr.Neera Desai, 
Dr.Vasanthi Raman 
and 
Sh.N.K.Banerjee 



2008: LUCKNOW: FEMINISM, EDUCATION AND THE 
TRANSFORMATION OF KNOWLEDGES: PROCESSES AND 
INSTITUTIONS













XII National Conference: 21-24 January, 2011, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Antarashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha

RESISTING MARGINALIZATIONS, CHALLENGING HEGEMONIES: 
RE-VISIONING GENDER POLITICS

































2014 GUWAHATI:EQUALITY, PLURALISM AND THE STATE: PERSPECTIVES 
Cwha ¢I9 ²ha9bΩ{ ah±9a9b¢







2014 GUWAHATI: PRE-CONFERENCE - I
ENGAGEMENT WITH THE VOICES OF WOMEN WITH DISABILITIES







2014 GUWAHATI: PRE-CONFERENCE - II
YOUNG WOMEN: RESISTING VIOLENCE AND EXPLORING LEGACIES







Apart from  IAWS publications on specific 

themes, the  IAWS Newsletter, published twice 

a year, disseminates information about the 

Association's activities in different parts of the 

country. It explores gender issues, and 

includes book reviews, announcements,  

seminar/ workshop reports and a lot more.



IAWS facilitated research 
and papers presented at 
conferences have been 
published in the Indian 
Journal of Gender 
Studies, the Economic 
and Political Weekly and 
other national and 
foreign/international 
journals.

PUBLICATIONS











SUB-THEMES



RELIGION, CULTURE & POLITICS

SUB-THEMES
ÅThe demographic context and patterns of women's 

relationship to religion, culture and politics
ÅFamily and socialization
ÅMass Media
ÅReligion, culture and politics : the economic context
ÅState policies and their implications 
ÅReligion, culture and politics: the impact of women's rights 

and legal system  
ÅThe role of education in religion, culture, and politics and 

gender justice Political use of religious/cultural idioms
ÅReligions organizations and institutions, fundamentalism 

and reformism

Vth National Conference
9-12 FEBRUARY, 1991, JADAVPUR UNIVERSITY, CALCUTTA



SUB-THEMES
ÅFamily And Women's Sexuality
ÅWomen and Media
ÅCulture, Identity and Women's Rights: Exploring New Directions in 

Feminist Praxis
ÅWomen's Writing: Redefinitions, Aesthetics And Future Visi
ÅCreation And Dissemination Of Knowledge And Knowledge System
ÅWomen-Centered Natural Resource Management-Land, Water 

And Energy
ÅWomen And Health
ÅWork And Workers
ÅWomen, Political Participation And Politics Of Organising

VIIth National Conference
JAIPUR
LOOKING FORWARD, LOOKING BACK: IN SEARCH OF FEMINIST VISIONS, 
ALTERNATIVES, PARADIGMS AND PRACTICES



SUB-THEMES
ÅMobilizing for Change: Possibilities and Challenges
Å²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ tŀƴŎƘŀȅŀǘǎ
ÅEngendering New and Emerging Community Rights and 

Responsibilities in Natural Resource Management
ÅMeeting the Evolutionary, Cultural and Ethical Needs of 

Communities
ÅPublic Policy and People in Prostitution and Sex Work
ÅGender, Conflict and Political Violence
ÅWomen in Business
ÅViolence Against Women

IX National Conference
8-11 January, 2000, NISIET, Hyderabad

²ha9bΩ{ t9w{t9/¢L±9{ hb t¦.[L/ th[L/¸



SUB-THEMES
ÅThe Female Body: An Arena of Contestation
ÅPromoting Democracy within the Family
ÅGirl Child: A Neglected Agenda
ÅGender and Governance for Sustaining Democracy
ÅConfronting Hunger: Issues of Food Security and 

Nutrition
ÅFundamentalism & Communalism
ÅGender and Livelihoods
ÅSustaining Democracy: Challenges for Education
ÅDoing Women's Studies: Dilemmas and Possibilities
ÅWomen's Movement in a Changing Socio-political and 

Economic Context: Striving for new directions

X National Conference
17-20 October, 2002, Utkal University, Bhubaneshwar, Orissa

SUSTAINING DEMOCRACY: CHALLENGES IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM



SUB-THEMES
ÅPluralism, Nationhood and Differential Citizenship: 

Contemporary Issues
ÅCitizenship, Livelihoods, Work and Natural Resource 

Rights
ÅCitizenship and the Politics of Sexuality
ÅWomen in Conflict and Militarization
ÅDevelopment-Induced Displacement: Impact on Women
ÅMigration, Displacement and Borders
ÅEducation and Citizenship
ÅImpaired Citizenship and Forms of Exclusion
ÅEngendering Legal Education: Citizenship and 

Entitlements

XI National Conference
3-6 May, 2005, The International Centre, Goa

SOVEREIGNTY, CITIZENSHIP & GENDER



SUB-THEMES
ÅIssues of Gender and Development
ÅFeminism and Knowledgesof Violence
ÅRethinking Feminist Methodologies in 

Contemporary Research
ÅInterface between Action and Research
ÅGender, Science and Technology
ÅGenerating New Knowledge around Sexualities 

and Genders
ÅPedagogies, Schooling, Gender Studies
ÅTribe, Caste and Minority: Structures and 

Exclusions
ÅLanguage, Literature and Cultural Production

XII National Conference, 7-10 February, 2008, University of Lucknow and 
Thoburn College, Lucknow
FEMINISM, EDUCATION AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF KNOWLEDGES: 
PROCESSES AND INSTITUTIONS



SUB-THEMES
ÅControlling Resources: The Politics of Exclusion
ÅConflicts and Resistances: Challenges before the 

Women's Movements
ÅSites of Justice
ÅComposite Cultures and Hegemonic Ideoligies
ÅLanguages, Voices, Representations
ÅState, Nation and Citizenship
ÅNew Markets and Interlocking Inequalities: Labour, 

Education, Health and Marriage
ÅRe-imagining Relationships, TransendingBoundaries
ÅBody Talk: Interrogating Boundaries and Hierarchies 

in Feminist Discourse
ÅWomen, Labourand Questions of Marginalization

XII National Conference: 21-24 January, 2011, Mahatma Gandhi, Antarashtriya Hindi 
Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha
RESISTING MARGINALIZATIONS, CHALLENGING HEGEMONIES: RE-VISIONING GENDER 
POLITICS



XIV National Conference: 4-7 February, 2014, Gauhati University, Guwahati
9v¦![L¢¸Σ t[¦w![L{a !b5 ¢I9 {¢!¢9Υ t9w{t9/¢L±9{ Cwha ¢I9 ²ha9bΩ{ ah±9a9b¢

SUB-THEMES
Å²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǘƛǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ [ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŘ-based 

Resources
ÅEncountering Globalisation: Women and Social Security
ÅWomen in Urban India: Debating Labour/ Employment, 

Poverty and Violence
ÅPluralities: Caste, Inclusion and Intersectionalities
ÅPluralities: Ethnicity, Language and Gender
Å9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ /ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ tƭǳǊŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ
ÅEducation, Knowledge and Institutional Space(s)
ÅCulture and Region
ÅWomen, Peace and Security in India
ÅDocumenting Gendered Histories: Nation, State, Region and 

Local
Å²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ tƻƭƛŎȅ










