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JAWS Is a professional association that
alms to further wome:!
Interdisciplinary academic field
concerned with women,
movements and the politics of gender. It
seeks to promote WO M
perspectives In different disciplines within

and beyond educational institutions.



Beginning

The Indian Association for Women's Studies (IAWS) is a common platform for
Women's Studies scholars from different locations within India and friends based

abroad. It is governed by the IAWS Constitution and registered under the Registrar c
Societies, New Delhi.

IAWS is voluntarily managed by an elected Executive Committee. Members include
academics, researchers, students, activists, social workers, media persons and othe
-women and men. Its activities and programs are made possible by
donations/resources from individuals, institutions, corporate bodies, and local,
national, international agencies.

The evolution of the IAWS can be traced to the publication of the-peghking
‘Towards Equality' ,Report of the Committee of the Status of Women in India

(CSWI,1975)and the upsurge of the women's movement in India from the mid
1970s.



Womenos Studies being recogni zed as
guest for equality, some of the pioneers got together to organise the first
Nati onal Conference on Womeno6s Studi
Mumbai In April 1981, with support from UGC and ICSSR. The RCWS

(SNDT) Women's University(Mumbai) and Centre for Women's Development
Studies (CWDS, Delhi) were the founding institutions for the IAWS. focus on

t he womends question through resear
activities. resolved to set up the Indian Association for Women's Studies
(IAWS) which was registered as a membership-based organisation in 1982.
Since then, IAWS has established itself as the leading pan Indian forum for
Women's Studies scholars from different locations and regions.

The hi storic conference defined Wo]l
that needed to be integrated into all disciplines and recognized the need for
uni versities to promote womenoOs st u



Founding members

ADr. Madhuri Shal{then Chairperson, UGC)

ADr. Hemlata Swarugithen VC, Kanpur University)

ADrJyoti Trivedd 0 KSY +/ X {b5¢ 22YSyQa ! yA
ADr. Phulrenu Guh#Kolkata)

AProf. Lotika SarkafNew Delhi)

ADr. Devaki JaiffounderDirector, ISST, New Delhi)

AProf. NeeraDesad 0 KSY 5ANBOUZNE wSaSlk NODK
SNDT

ADr. Vina Mazumdac(founderDirector, CWDS, New Delhi)

ADr D Shankar Narayafthen Additional Secretary UGC) represented the
government.
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Dr. Madhuri R Shah  Dr. Hemalatha Swarup Dr Jyoti Trivedi
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Dr. Devaki Jain Dr. Neera Desal Dr. Vina Mazumdar '

Dr D Shankar Narayan
(then Additional Secretary UGC)
represented the government.



Former EC Members (198984)
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Dr. Madhuri R Shah  Dr. Hemalatha Swarup ~ Dr. Vina Mazumdar
President Vice President General Secretary

JOINT SECRETARYOf. Neera Desai MEMBERS: Dr. Jyoti R. Trivedi
Smt. Devaki Jain



Former EC Members (198%)

Dr. Lucy M. Jacob
General Secretary

’
o

Dr. Madhuri R Shah Prof. Leela Dube
President Vice President



Joint Secretary: Members:
Dr. Susheela Kaushik Dr. Renu Debi

Dr. Gita Sen
Treasurer: Dr. Vina Mazumdar, Egfficio
Smt. K. Saradamoni Prof. Asok Mitra

Dr. U. Kalpagam

Dr. Phulrenu Guha

Sr. Karuna Mary Braganza
Dr. Pam Rajput




Former EC Members (198889)
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Ms. lla Pathak Dr. Surinder Jetley Dr. Susheela Kaushik
President Vice President General Secretary

JOINT SECRETABIYPrabhaMahale ExOfficio:
Treasurer: Dr. VinaMazumdar Dr. Madhuri R. Shah

Dr.Lucy Jacob



Former EC Members (1989)
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Dr. Kamalini Bhansali Dr. Sharda Jain Dr Surinder Jetley
President Vice President Vice President

g)oirlcl Secrﬁ_tm’: Dr. Vina Mazumdar (Gopted)
. Manoshiitra Exofficio:

Treasurer: Dr. lla Pa_lthak |
Dr. KumudSharma Dr. Sushila Kaushik



Former EC Members (19938)

Dr. Devaki Jain Dr. Amita Verma
President Vice President General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Ms. C.P. Sujaya

Treasurer:
Dr. Zarina Bhatty

Members:

Prof. Armaity Desal

Dr. Maithreyi Krishjaraj
Dr. Surinder Jetley

Dr. Kamalini Bhansali
Dr. V. Bhavani

Ms. Piyali Sengupta
Mr. Shyamnarayan Choubey
Prof. Susheela Kaushik
Dr. Rameshwari Verma
Ms. Radha Bhatt




Former EC Members (1995)

Dr. Neera Desai Dr. Pam Rajput  Ms. Kamla Bhasin

President Vice President General Secretary
Joint Secretary: Treasurer:

Ms.C.P. Sujaya Dr. Rohini Gawankar




Former EC Members (1998)

Dr. Sunita Pathania
Vice President
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Dr. Nirmala Banerjee Dr. Chhaya Datar
President General Secretary



Joint Secretary: Members:

Ms. KalpanaKannabiran Dr. Neera Desal,
Ms. Kamla Bhasin

Treasurer: Ms. Devaki Jain

Dr. RohiniGawankar Dr. Gabriele Dietrich
Dr. Usha Kanhere

Editor: Dr. Usha Thakkar

Dr. KavitaPunjabi Dr. Manu Bhaskar

Dr. Bhavana Mehta
Dr. Manjit Bhatia
Dr. B. Ratna Kumari




Former EC Members (192800)

Dr. Vina Mazumdar Dr. Rama Melkhota Ms. Kalpana Kannabiran
President Vice President General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Ms. Bina Srinivasan

Treasurer:
Dr. Divya Pandey

Editor:
Ms. Geetanjali Ganoli
Dr. Nirmala Banerjee

Members:

Dr. Bina Aggarwal

Ms. Kamla Bhasin

Dr. Rohini Gawankar
Dr. Maithreyi Krishnaraj
Dr. Pam Rajput

Dr. Seema Sakhare

Dr. Chhaya Datar

Dr. Nandini Upreti

Ms. Jayashree Vencatesan
Ms. Vatika Sibal




Former EC Members (20@002)
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Dr. Zarina Bhatty Prof. Pushpa Bhave  Dr. Lakshmi Lingam
President Vice President General Secretary




Joint Secretary:
Ms. JarjumEte

Treasurer:
Ms. RameshwarVarma,

Coordinator (Eastern Region):
Dr. Jasodharaagchi

Coordinator (Northern Region):

Dr. KumudSharma

Members:

Dr. Vina Mazumdar

Dr. Kalpana Kannabiran
Dr.Gabriel Dietrich

Dr. Seema Sakhare

Ms. Surekha Dalvi

Ms. Vasavi

Ms. Anjali Bhagwat




Former EC Members (20@805)
£

i ’ >
s "9 = p ..‘
= = )
- N R
o -." .“.v ’
L=
‘ '\ | ]

Dr. Kumud Sharma Dr. Rameshvv?xri Varma Dr. Veena Poonacha
President Vice President General Secretary
Treasurer: Members:
. NI minathan
Dr. Padmini Swaminatha Prof. Asha Hans Dr. Uma Chakravarty
. _ Dr. Indu Agnihotri Dr. Zarina Bhatty
Joint Secretary: Ms. Rity M I 1 akshmi |
Dr C.S. Lakshmi S. Ritu Menon r. Lakshmi Lingam




Former EC Members (20@908)
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Dr. Sumi Krishna  Dr. Aparna Mahanta ~ Dr. Mary E. John
President Vice President General Secretary




Joint Secretary: Member & Coordinator Northern Region

Dr. Joy DeshmuldRanadive Dr. Zarina Bhatty
Treasurer: Member & Coordinator Western Region:
Ms. CP Sujaya Dr. Kamala Ganesh
Editor and Coordinator Eastern. Member & Coordinator Central Region:
Dr. Kavita Panjabi Dr. Nisha Shende

Exofficio:

Dr. Kumud Sharma
Dr. Veena Poonacha



Former EC Members (20@811)
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Dr. Anita Ghal Dr. Meera Velayudhan Dr. Samita Sen
President Vice President General Secretary



Joint Secretary:
Dr. Rukmini Sen

Treasurer:
Dr. M Indira
Ms. Anandhi.S

Editor:
Dr. llina Sen

Members:

Dr. Meena Gopal

Dr. Uma Chakravarthi
Dr. Wandana Sonalkar

Dr. Sumi Krishna (egfficio)
Dr. Mary John (exofficio)



Former EC Members (2062014)

Dr. llina Sen Dr. Ritu Dewan Dr. Indu Agnihotri
President Vice President General Secretary



Joint Secretary & Gordinator Coordinator Southern Region:
Northern Region: Dr. Shaila Desouza,
Dr. Kumkum Roy
Coordinator Western Region:
Treasurer: Dr. Chhaya Datar
Dr. Nandini Manjrekar,
Member (Institutional):
Editor: Dr. Veena R. Poonacha,
Dr. Meera Velayudhan,
Member & Coordinator Eastern Region:
Dr. Samita Sen

Member:
Dr. Anita Ghal



Former EC Members (2002017)
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Dr. Ritu Dewan Kiran Moghe Ms. Indrani Mazumdar
President Vice President General Secretary



Joint Secretary & Eastern
Region lacharge:
Syeda Sakira Sahin

Treasurer:
Manimekalal

Editor & Ceordinator,
Western Region:
Anagha Tambe

Coordinator, Southern Region:
Mini Sukumar

Content Ceordinator, Website:
Kalpana

Joint Ceordinator, Western Region:
llina Sen (Erfficio)

Coordinator, Northern Region:
Indu Agnihotri (BE0Officio)

Member, (Institutional):
Aishika Chakraborty



Workshops and Conferences

IAWS organizes regional workshops and national conferences around
themes of contemporary and historical relevance. These have enriched
discussions and debates in the field of women's studies, generating a rich
resource of empirical and theoretical works available to scholars in India and
abroad. Conferences combine structured academic discussions along with
cultural events that foreground other paths to knowledge through film
screenings, exhibitions, drama, music and cratft.

National Conferences on Women's Studies are now held once every three
years. These conferences have become important land marks in the journey
of women's studies in and across India. They have helped generate new
knowledge and provide a common space to researchers, activists, policy
makers, media personnel and publishers for interaction and exchange.



National Conferences held since 1981

A 1981 Mumbai: First National Conference

A1984 Thiruvanant hapuram: Gender Justice (é?)
A1986 Chandigarh: Womends Struggles and Movemen
A 1988 Visakapatnam: Rural Women: Poverty, Survival, Struggle and Change

A 1991 Kolkata: Religion, Culture and Politics

A 1993 Mysore: The New Economic Policy and Women

A 1995 Jaipur: Looking Forward, Looking Back: In Search of Feminist Visions, Alternatives, Paradigms
and Practices

A1998 Pune: Survival and Sovereignty: Chall enge
A2000 Hyderabad: Womends Perspectives on Public
A 2002 Bhubaneswar: Sustaining Democracy: Challenges in the New Millennium

A 2005 Dona Paula, Goa: Sovereignty, Citizenship and Gender

A 2008 Lucknow: Feminism, Education and the Transformation of Knowledges

A 2011 Wardha: Resisting Marginalizations, Challenging Hegemonies: Re-visioning Gender Politics
A2014 Guwahati: Equality, Pl uralism and the St a



1981 MUMBAI: FIRST NATIONAL
CONFERENCE




V. 1988 VISHAKAPATNAM: RURAL WOMEN:
POVERTY, SURVIVAL, STRUGGLE AND
CHANGE

m'nom. " CONFERENCE

SNWOMEN s STUDIES
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1988 VISHAKAPATNAM: RURAL WOMEN: POVERTY, SURVIVAL,
STRUGGLE AND CHANGE
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1993: VI National Conference
THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY AND WOMEN

Mysore



